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On Oct. 3, about 84 million registered voters were expected to go to the polls to elect governors for
the country's 26 states and the federal district of Brasilia, 1,049 delegates to regional legislatures, 31
senators (a third of the chamber), and all 503 seats in the Chamber of Deputies. Voting is obligatory
in Brazil. Runoffs are scheduled for Nov. 25 in the event no gubernatorial candidate in a given race
receives 50% of the valid votes. A majority is not required in other races. Exit polls conducted in 20
states by the Brazilian Institute of Public Opinion (IBOPE), indicated that voters chose conservative
candidates, or representatives of "traditional" parties. The major exception was Rio de Janeiro state,
where former governor Leonel Brizola of the Democratic Workers Movement (MDT) won with at
least 57% of the vote. IBOPE said the conservative Liberal Front Party, and smaller conservative
groups won 65% of the 503 seats in the Chamber of Deputies, at least 17 Senate seats, and a majority
of the governorships. Governorships held by the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) are
expected to fall from 22 to 6. In Sao Paulo, rightist Paulo Maluf of the Social Democratic Party (PDS),
the official party of the military regime, was ahead, but apparently did not receive enough votes to
avoid a runoff. President Fernando Collor de Mello is expected to support Maluf in the campaign for
the runoff. Ciro Gomes of the Brazilian Social Democracy Party took a majority in the northern state
of Ceara. (Basic data from AFP, AP, 10/03/90; New York Times, 10/04/90)
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